
Close to all our hearts

E D I T O R I A L

HERE’S something to
chew over as you
contemplate an egg
and bacon fry-up
with all the extras for

breakfast: more Australians die from 
heart disease than any other cause.

Cardiac problems killed about 
19,000 of us last year; on average, 
that’s more than one death every 
half-hour. Hundreds of thousands 
more Australians either suffer from 
or are at risk of developing problems.

The scary statistics help put into
context our exclusive story today that 
the Victorian state government will 
invest a massive $470 million to 
deliver Australia’s first dedicated 
heart hospital.

There is no doubt the ambitious
plan to concentrate cardiac clinicians, 
researchers and patients in a 
suburban super-centre will save lives. 

Based at Monash University 
Clayton and with close ties to 
Monash Health, the new hospital will 
feature an emergency department, 
specialist surgical and imaging 
equipment, and hi-tech telehealth 
services to deliver improved care for 
regional Victorian or interstate 
patients. A business case predicts the 

medical care delivered at the 195-bed 
hospital will be so top-class, it will 
slash a day off the average 10-day 
hospital stay. 

Outpatients will be seen up to 
18 weeks sooner than current waiting 
times, and test results will be quicker.

The hospital will be capable of 
undertaking 2000 cardiac surgeries 
each year, plus 13,500 cardiac 

catheter procedures and almost 
110,000 consultations and outpatient 
appointments.

The upshot is Victorian patients
will likely get better and faster 
treatment, as well as access to 
cutting-edge drugs. And researchers 
will be perfectly placed at the 
coalface to develop innovative new 
products or therapies, which could 

attract investment from the medical 
technology and pharmaceutical 
sectors and, ultimately, benefit 
patients the world over.

Set to open in 2022, the Victorian
Heart Hospital can only strengthen 
Melbourne’s already enviable 
reputation as a world-class medical 
hub. It will sit alongside existing 
medical gems including the Royal 
Children’s Hospital — long regarded 
globally as a top paediatric hospital 
— and the more recently opened 
Victorian Comprehensive Cancer 
Centre, which is well on its way to 
reaching its aspiration of being a 
global leader.

Benefits from the heart hospital 
will flow not only to patients and 
researchers, but also to Victoria’s 

economy with predictions it will 
significantly boost employment, 
including up to 1700 local 
construction jobs. Medical tourism 
and visiting experts are also 
expected to inject money into our 
state, with one estimate suggesting 
the hospital could generate as much 
as $400 million a year overall in 
economic activity.

The hospital will be a vital training

hub, playing an important role in the 
education of next-generation cardiac 
care medicine, nursing and allied 
health professionals who will go on to 
provide invaluable service to the 
Victorian health system.

The hospital’s design also includes
scope for a future $100 million 
expansion, though this will hinge on 
extra investment from private 
backers or philanthropists. 

Notably, Monash University is 
already contributing up to 
$70 million to the project, while 
Monash Health will tip in about 
$11 million. Critics will no doubt point 
out that in the run-up to the 
November 2014 state election, the 
Andrews Government promised only 
$150 million of taxpayer money 
would be required to build the 

hospital. Today’s revelation that the 
state government contribution will 
snowball to $470 million largely 
stems from the federal government’s 
refusal to fund the project, and a lack 
of interest from private backers.

The Sunday Herald Sun supports
the decision by the Andrews 
Government to proceed with the 
heart hospital, just as we have 
endorsed its funding of other critical 
infrastructure projects, including 
major rail and road network 
improvements.

That said, and especially in light of
an alarming Auditor-General’s report 
last week, which highlighted a 
blowout in the level crossing removal 
project budget from $5-6 billion to 
$8.3 billion, it is timely to reiterate 
that the Premier and his team must 
be far more conscious of every dollar 
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outlaid. Labor governments 
traditionally do not have a great track 
record at managing finances. 

Spending decisions must stand up
to extreme scrutiny, particularly 
given a state election looms in 2018.

Victorians rightly expect the best
possible healthcare and 
infrastructure — and the best 
possible value for money. 
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